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#GivingTuesday is a “global day of giving that harnesses the collective power of individuals, communities and
organizations to encourage philanthropy and to celebrate generosity worldwide.” This year it falls on December 3,
following Thanksgiving and the widely recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, and kicks off
the end-of-the-year giving season by inspiring people to collaborate and give back. Millions of people have come
together to support and champion the causes they believe in and the communities in which they live.

Founded in 2012 by a nonprofit in New York City, #GivingTuesday has inspired millions of people to give back.
Participating organizations have raised billions of dollars online to benefit a broad range of causes, and much more
was given in volunteer hours, donations of food and clothing, and acts of kindness.

Bluegrass music as it’s known today developed in the 1940s in Appalachia, but its roots run deep in rural America.
It is built on old-time ballads, country dance tunes, gospel hymns and a strong dose of African American blues. It
was through radio that it spread in popularity from the country to the city, from the south to all parts of America
and the world. Today bluegrass is played in clubs and concerts, in schools and churches, in Tupelo and Tokyo.
Perhaps more than any other form of popular music, many of its fans are players as well, and at any bluegrass
festival you'll find as many enthusiastic pickers around the campfires as on the stage,

But bluegrass, old time and other forms of American roots music are hard to find on the radio today. On
commercial broadcast stations, they’re practically nonexistent, meaning listeners have to pay for satellite service
or seek out internet sites to hear even a limited choice of songs. Bluegrass Country Radio fills that void.

Bluegrass Country Radio is a station built by listeners for listeners. Started more than 50 years ago at WAMU-FM,
the radio station of The American University in Washington, DC, it evolved into a 24/7 bluegrass station, its
broadcast signal streamed around the world on the internet. Today Bluegrass Country is operated and funded by
the independent nonprofit Bluegrass Country Foundation, with no support from the university or other institution.
The station broadcasts on HD radio at 88.5 FM Channel 2 in the Washington area, and streams worldwide at
bluegrasscountry.org and via smart phone apps for Apple iOS and Android devices.

Bluegrass Country Radio continues to foster a community of bluegrass musicians, singers and fans from far and
wide. The station doesn’t use playlists, or select songs from a limited set of current releases. All the music is
selected and played by on-air hosts with a deep knowledge of their genre, selecting the music from our
incomparable song library, or a personal record collection that probably includes songs you’ll never hear anywhere
else.

They play the whole range of bluegrass, from the pioneers to the present, from traditional to experimental and
everything in between. They play old time, classic country, folk, rare blues and jazz, zydeco, celtic, roots and
modern Americana. The shows originate in our Washington studio, as well as other radio stations and studios
around the US and the world, and include live performances as well as records. Listening is always free, with no
subscription required, and commercial free.

Donations to the Bluegrass Country Foundation go directly to meeting the expenses of running the radio station.
The foundation is directed by an all-volunteer board and staff, and is affiliated with the Network for Good for
secure donor management. In addition, the Bluegrass Country Foundation is the custodian of a valuable archive of
musical programs from the last 50 years. These include live performances, interviews and programs featuring rare
and unique recordings. Additional funding will enable the foundation to catalog and digitize the archive, and make
it available to music scholars, archivists and fans worldwide.



